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Abstract

Oral traditions have played a central role in preserving cultural knowledge in many societies. In India,
philosophical teachings, sacred texts, chants, rituals, and folk narratives were historically transmitted through
oral communication between teachers and learners. The Bhagavad Gita represents a significant example of
this tradition because it originated as a spoken dialogue between Lord Krishna and Arjuna and later became
a written philosophical text. In the modern digital age, new technologies provide opportunities to record,
store, and distribute oral knowledge through digital platforms. However, the digitization of traditional
knowledge also raises ethical questions related to authenticity, ownership, cultural sensitivity, and misuse.

Existing studies often focus on digital preservation methods but give limited attention to ethical frameworks
rooted in Indian philosophical traditions. This paper addresses this research gap by exploring how ethical
principles found in the Bhagavad Gita—such as dharma (duty), satya (truth), and responsible action—can
guide the digital preservation of oral knowledge. Using a qualitative conceptual research approach, the study
examines the intersection of oral traditions, digital documentation, and ethical responsibility. The findings
suggest that digital preservation should be guided by culturally sensitive and ethically informed frameworks.
The study proposes a model that integrates technological tools with ethical principles from the Indian
Knowledge System to ensure responsible and sustainable preservation of oral knowledge.
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1. Introduction

Oral traditions have long served as important systems for transmitting knowledge, values, and cultural
identity across generations. Before the development of written manuscripts and printing technologies, many
civilizations relied on memory, recitation, storytelling, and dialogue to preserve their intellectual traditions.

India is one of the oldest civilizations with a strong tradition of oral knowledge. Ancient scriptures such as
the Vedas, Upanishads, and the Bhagavad Gita were transmitted orally for centuries before being written
down. The oral transmission system ensured accuracy through repetition, disciplined memorization, and
teacher-guided learning.

The Bhagavad Gita is a powerful example of this tradition. The text originated as a dialogue between Krishna
and Arjuna on the battlefield of Kurukshetra. Through this dialogue, philosophical ideas about duty, ethics,
action, and self-realization were communicated orally before being preserved in written form.

In the twenty-first century, digital technology has introduced new ways of documenting and sharing cultural
knowledge. Audio recordings, digital archives, online libraries, and video platforms allow oral traditions to
be recorded and accessed by wider audiences. These technologies offer valuable tools for preserving
traditions that may otherwise disappear.

However, digital documentation also raises important ethical questions. Issues such as cultural ownership,
misinterpretation, loss of context, and commercial exploitation of traditional knowledge have become major
concerns. Therefore, it is important to explore ethical frameworks that can guide responsible digital
preservation.

This paper examines how ethical teachings from the Bhagavad Gita can provide philosophical guidance for
preserving oral knowledge traditions in the digital age.

2. Literature Review

Scholars from different disciplines have studied oral traditions and knowledge preservation. Ong (1982)
explained that oral cultures rely heavily on memory, repetition, and communal participation to maintain
knowledge systems. According to him, oral traditions create strong cultural bonds because knowledge is
shared through social interaction.

In the context of Indian traditions, Staal (1986) highlighted the remarkable accuracy of Vedic oral
transmission systems. He demonstrated how complex recitation techniques were used to maintain precise
pronunciation and structure over centuries.
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Other scholars have examined the philosophical significance of the Bhagavad Gita. Radhakrishnan (1948)
interpreted the Gita as a profound ethical and spiritual text that guides individuals toward responsible action
and moral duty. Similarly, Sargeant (2009) emphasized the Gita's teachings on dharma and selfless action.

Research in the field of cultural heritage preservation has also increased in recent years. Smith (2006) argued
that cultural heritage includes both tangible objects and intangible traditions such as songs, rituals, and oral
narratives.

With the development of digital technologies, researchers have started exploring digital methods for
preserving cultural knowledge. Berry (2012) discussed how digital humanities tools allow scholars to
document and share cultural materials on a global scale.

Despite these contributions, limited research connects digital preservation of oral traditions with ethical
frameworks rooted in Indian philosophy. This gap highlights the need for interdisciplinary research
combining cultural heritage studies, ethics, and digital technology.

3. Research Gap

The literature review reveals several gaps:

1. Most studies focus on technical methods of digital preservation but neglect ethical and cultural

considerations.

2. Research on the Bhagavad Gita often emphasizes philosophy rather than knowledge transmission
systems.

3. Few studies explore how Indian ethical principles can guide modern digital documentation
practices.

4. This study attempts to fill this gap by linking ethical teachings from the Bhagavad Gita with
contemporary discussions about digital preservation of oral knowledge.

4. Research Objectives

The objectives of this research are:

1) To examine the role of oral traditions in preserving knowledge in Indian culture.

2) To analyze the ethical principles of the Bhagavad Gita related to knowledge transmission.
3) To explore the challenges of preserving oral knowledge in the digital age.

4) To propose an ethical framework for responsible digital preservation.

Abhinavdhara

1JIIS- International Journal of Innovation in Indic Studies
ISSN: 2583-5149 | Special Edition Vol. 1 | March 2026



5. Research Questions

This study seeks to answer the following questions:

How have oral traditions preserved knowledge in Indian culture?

What ethical principles from the Bhagavad Gita are relevant to knowledge transmission?
What challenges arise when oral traditions are digitized?

How can ethical frameworks guide responsible digital documentation?

b s

6. Research Methodology

This study uses a qualitative and conceptual research methodology.
The research is based on:

* Analysis of academic literature related to oral traditions and digital preservation
* Interpretation of ethical teachings from the Bhagavad Gita
» Comparative analysis between traditional knowledge transmission and digital documentation practices

The study does not rely on numerical data but instead focuses on conceptual interpretation and theoretical
analysis.

7. Data Analysis and Interpretation

The analysis of existing literature suggests that oral traditions operate within structured cultural
environments where knowledge is transmitted through interaction between teacher and learner. In such
systems, knowledge is not merely information but also includes ethical values and social responsibilities.

Digital technologies provide new possibilities for preserving oral traditions through recording and archiving.
However, digital media often separate knowledge from its cultural context. When traditions are documented
without community involvement or ethical consideration, they may lose their original meaning.

The teachings of the Bhagavad Gita emphasize responsible action and ethical duty. These principles can
provide guidance for digital preservation practices by encouraging respect for knowledge sources and
cultural communities.

8. Findings
The study reveals several important findings:

1) Oral traditions have historically been effective in preserving knowledge across generations.
2) The Bhagavad Gita offers ethical guidance related to responsibility, truth, and respect for knowledge.
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3) Digital technology can help document and protect endangered oral traditions.
4) Without ethical frameworks, digital documentation may lead to misrepresentation or misuse of cultural
knowledge.

9. Proposed Ethical Framework for Digital Preservation

To address the research gap, this study proposes an ethical framework based on principles from the
Bhagavad Gita.

1. Dharma (Responsible Duty)

Researchers and institutions must respect the cultural communities from which knowledge originates.
2. Satya (Truth and Authenticity)

Digital documentation should maintain accurate representation of traditions without distortion.
3. Seva (Service to Knowledge)

Digital preservation should aim to protect and share knowledge for educational and cultural purposes
rather than purely commercial interests.

4. Respect for Knowledge Sources

Community participation should be encouraged when documenting oral traditions.

10. Conclusion

Oral traditions have played a vital role in preserving knowledge in Indian civilization for centuries. The
Bhagavad Gita represents an important example of how philosophical teachings were transmitted through
dialogue and oral communication.

In the digital age, new technologies provide powerful tools for documenting and preserving cultural
knowledge. However, digital preservation must be guided by ethical principles to prevent misuse or loss of
cultural meaning.

This study demonstrates that ethical concepts from the Bhagavad Gita—such as dharma, truthfulness, and
responsible action—can provide valuable guidance for digital preservation practices. By integrating
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technological innovation with ethical responsibility, it is possible to create sustainable systems for protecting
oral knowledge traditions for future generations.
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